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The  Gordon  Research  Conference  on  Ion  Channels  in  Muscle  and  Other 
Excitable  Membranes  was  held  from  August  4-8,  1986  at  the  New  Hampton 
School.  New  Hampton.  New  Hampshire.  The  conference  had  150  participants,  the 
maximum  which  the  Gordon  Conference  facilities  would  permit,  but  there  were 
more  than  220  applications  from  all  over  the  world.  Approximately  25%  of  the 
participants  were  from  abroad,  and  the  affiliations  of  the  participants 
represented  a  good  mix  from  Academia  and  Industry.  A  particular  effort  was 
made  to  include  women  and  young  scientists  among  the  participants;  there  were 
19  graduate  students,  44  postdoctoral  fellows,  and  31  women  among  the 
attendees . 

The  program  represented  a  departure  from  previous  Gordon  Conferences  in 
this  series,  in  that  the  sessions  were  not  divided  on  the  basis  of  particular 
channel  types,  but  rather  on  the  basis  of  themes  common  to  all  ion  channels. 
This  represented  an  effort  to  define  mechanisms  of  channel  regulation  which 
are  relevant  to  all  ion  channels,  and  it  was  highly  successful.  Virtually  all 
of  the  speakers  adhered  to  the  chairman's  guidelines  in  presenting  new  data 
rather  than  previously  published  work,  and  it  was  clear  from  the  caliber  and 
intensity  of  the  discussions  that  many  new  ideas  and  concepts  came  out  of  the 
conference.  The  rapidly  emerging  area  of  ion  channel  modulation  received  a 
major  boost  from  this  conference,  and  there  is  no  question  that  it  will 
continue  to  be  an  important  theme  in  future  conferences  in  this  series. 

More  than  40  of  the  participants  indicated  a  desire  to  present  posters  at 
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than  the  single  one  which  had  been  anticipated.  The  posters  were  extremely 
well  attended,  and  discussions  around  them  were  lively  throughout. 
Participants'  comments  in  response  to  the  Gordon  Conference  questionnaire  were 
uniformly  positive,  and  there  is  no  question  that  the  conference  was  highly 
successful . 

A  copy  of  the  program  and  registration  list  are  appended. 
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.  Development.  Distribution  and  Domains. 
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